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From

Our Readers

I enjoy Boone Maga-
zine so much as I read of
so many old friends.
Please renew my sub-
scription.

C. E. McCance of
Kirklin

eee®

It isn’t too much of a
surprise to read of your
price increase of
BOONE Magazine, but
I want to keep it coming
and am enclosing my
check for a three-year
renewal subscription.
As I read about the early
pioneers in Boone Coun-
ty (my ancestors includ-
ed) [ have a much better
appreciation of their
hard work in transform-
ing a wilderness into a
virtual paradise.

Will you kindly add
the street address to the
enclosed letter address-
ed to Mrs. Martha Jane
Houser, Lebanon? 1
read her letter in the
August issue of BOONE
and am hoping she can
give me some informa-
tion about my ancestor
Roark who also settled
in Jamestown, Virginia,
in colonial times.
Thanks for forwarding
my letter.

Respectfully, Mrs.
Edward Lange of Gosh-
en, Indiana

eee

I read in the Boone
about Belles School. 1
used to go there. I was a
friend of Mary Beck
Cranston but don’t
know her address. Can
you forward this letter to
her?

Also, some time I
would like to know if
any one has any idea
where the Smiths from
Thorntown are now.
(Ralph, Garnet, Ruby,
Bob, and Opal.) Ruby
married a Boles from
Frankfort.

Thank you, G. Merle
Pefley, 2500 Rockport
Rd., Apt. 2203, Bloom-
ington, IN 47401

Enclosed please find a
check for a one year
subscription for Boone
Magazine. We are get-
ting this for my father as
a birthday gift. You see,
he was born in Lebanon
in 1902. His sister, Fern
Sallee, receives your
magazine and he saw it
and said, “I'm going to
send for that.” My
father’s name is Ovid A.
Quick and is a brother
of the late Verlie Allen
of Lebanon.

Thank you, Mary
Margaret and Burl Gul-
lett

Enclosed is my check
for renewal for Boone
Magazine subscription.
We are natives of Eagle
township, so naturally
we enjoy the historical
articles, pictures, and
notes from old friends
who have moved away.
Especially we do enjoy
Violet Hill’'s homespun
stories of earlier life in
Zionsville.

Mark & Elizabeth
Hull of Zionsville

see
I want to renew my
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subscription so I have
enclosed a check.

I wish I could find
more articles about my
hometown of Whites-
town. It has been a
number of years since
I've been able to go back
home. Both my sister,
Mrs. Donald W. Ed-
wards and my mother,
Virginia K. Nease, live
in California. We are
enjoying reading about
our friends.

Sincerely, Mrs. Ches-
ter F. Kinnaman of
Miami, Florida

Just a note to tell you
to renew our subscrip-
tion for 2 years of

. enjoyable reading about

Boone residents. Would
like to hear more from
Mechanicsburg resi-
dents of half century
ago and see pictures.

Robert R. Hawkins of
Lebanon

Enclosed is a check
for the renewal of sub-
scription for another
year. I really enjoy the
magazine and so does
my family. T am going
to trace the family tree
of the MclIntyres and
would appreciate it if
any one can give me
some information on
them. Please keep the
magazine coming. Send
subscription to Lester
Mclntyre as it is a
birthday gift.

Sincerely Marie Mec-
Intyre of Lebanon

oo e
You will find enclosed

a check for The Boone
Magazine for 1 year. 1
enjoy getting the maga-
zine and reading the
history of Boone Coun-

I have lived in Boone
County most of my life
and live on the old
Boone Farm that is over
100 years old.

Thank you, Mary E-
dith Boone Wiles of
Sheridan

Thanks for the re-
minder. 1 enjoy the
magazine very much.
Wish I had known about
it when it first started.

Send also for my two
sisters in Denver, Color-
ado.

Thanks again, Mrs.
Cleo McPherson of Ft.
Wayne

Enclosed is a check
for my subscription for
Boone Magazine. It was
nice to hear from so
many from school pic-
tures at No. 4. Also the
two graduation classes.
These were submitted by
Ralph Swails and Claire
McCoy.

Claire E. McCoy of
Lebanon

Enclosed you will find
my check for $12. 1
realize my subscription
isn’t due until Jan. 1980,
but I wanted to take
advantage of the sav-
ings, so I'm sending it
now.

Thanking you in ad-
vance for all of your
kindness.

We remain very truly
yours, Mr. & Mrs. Clay-
ton Kaufman of India-
napolis

More
Letters
On Page 34



Stage and front rows of seat of Brown’s Grand
Opera House, in Lebanon, Ind. Photo probably

taken shortly after the opera house was created in
1886.

LEBANON’S

GRAND OPERA HOUSE

By Ralph W. Stark

In Lebanon’s pioneer days, the town had no
theater or public hall where stage shows might be
seen or lectures heard. For the latter, the courtrooms
of the county’s first two courthouses were generally

available.
" In 1866, Enoch Goodwin built a two-story building
at 115-117 South Lebanon street, having two
business rooms on the ground floor with a spacious

upstairs area that was known as Goodwin’s Hall.
Small skits and lectures were given in this hall from
the time the building was erected until in the 1870s.

Sometime in the 1870’s, S. L. Cason, a Lebanon
businessman, put up a large two-story business
building on the northwest corner of the public
square, on the lot now occupied by Herschell’s
Appliances. The structure had two business rooms
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on the street floor with the upper floor housing a
theater known as Cason’s Opera House. Cason may
not have been justified in calling his theater venture
an opera house but it sufficed as such until in the
mid-1880’s.

Cason’s Opera House was still a going concern in
the early months of the year 1886 as evidenced by this
item under the heading, “Benefit Concert,” appear-
ing in the Lebanon Pioneer of May 6th:

“On tomorrow evening a grand concert will be
given at Cason’s Opera House by the Alliance
Orchestra and Swiss Bell Ringers of the When Band,
Indianapolis, under the direction of Prof. J. B.
Cameron, for the benefit of the Baptist church. The
program is one of interest, and no doubt there will be
a large attendance. The admission will be 25 cents;
reserved seats, 35 cents; children, 15 cents.”

Earlier in the year, on Monday night, March 1st,
Bill Nye, the comedian, and James Whitcomb Riley,
the Hoosier poet, gave a joint entertainment in
Cason’s Opera House to what the Patriot editor said
was “‘One of the largest, most intelligent, and
appreciative audiences ever assembled in this city.”

In 1885, 1. C. Brown & Company, a Lebanon
business firm which included H. T. Brown and Will
S. Ritchie, built the three-story brick building at
216-218 West Main Street, the structure now
occupied by the Richard Bennett furniture store.
When completed, the expansive street floor room was
given over to the Brown & Company’s hardware and
implement business while the second floor housed
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for a time a roller skating rink.

The skating rink was not a success financially, and
Brown & Company set about making the second
floor into an opera house as previously planned, with
a balcony in what would be the third floor area. The
Lebanon Patriot of February 26, 1885, announced
the firm's intentions with a story which read, in part:

“On Friday last, J.C. Brown & Co., determined to
erect their new agricultural building on the lot
recently purchased on Main Street, and work will be
commenced as soon as the weather will permit. The
building will be worthy of the position it will occupy
in the city. It will be 123 x 61 feet, and will present a
front of three stories in height. The lower room or
ware room will be twelve feet in the clear in height,
and of the length and breadth of the building
excluding the walls and stairway.... The second floor
will be fitted up for an opera house, but we
understand that Messrs. Brown will not finish it at
once as such. It is their present intention to put in
the gallery, etc., and use the room for a skating
rink.... There will be two or more exits from the
second story, thus doing away with the fear of
accidents from sudden fright among the audience....
The building will consume 250,000 to 300,000 brick,
and the firm is purchasing the best it can get in the
market....”

The skating rink was closed in the early spring of
1886, and the work of converting the second floor
into a theater was begun. When the opera house was
completed in early August, 1886, the editors of the
Patriot and the Pioneer raved over the magnificence
of the theater in articles in their papers under date of
August Sth. The story in the Pioneer read in part as
follows:

“...Brown’s Grand Opera House is located
one-half square west of the southwest corner of the
public square, on the north side of Main Street,
convenient to all parts of the city. The building is 60
x 120 feet, three stories in height, and plainly but
neatly finished on the outside....

“The audience room is on the second floor, and is
reached from the street by a broad stairway in the
center, ascending on either side of the box office to
the entrances to the auditorium and to the reception
and cloak rooms, and to the stairways to the spacious'
gallery.

“....The sidewalls of the auditorium are covered
with a pleasing design of old gold paper with a heavy
border of contrasting shade, and the ceiling is
decorated in panel work, each section of which is a
masterpiece in the art of decorative paper hanging.

“The stage, 34 feet in depth by 60 in breadth, with
an opening of 28 feet in width by 20 in height, is
probably the largest in the state. It is supplied with
eleven full sets of scenes and all the accessories and
settings of a first-class house. It has half a dozen
property and dressing rooms, and every convenience
imaginable....

*'I'he proscenium boxes, two in number, are very
elegant, and will be richly curtained and carpeted
and furnished with upholstered chairs. On either
side of the parquette, under the gallery, four boxes
have been fitted up....with comfortable folding
chairs.

“The room will be lighted with gas by two large



twelve-burner chandeliers, and numerous small
chandeliers...and the heat will be radiated from two
heaters in the basement.”

The Pioneer article further noted that the cost of
the building and furnishings totaled around $30,000.
The gas for the lights was provided by a small gas
generating plant in the basement. The main floor of
the opera house held 700 “‘fine-springback chairs
while there are 300 in the gallery.”” The eight private
boxes, four on each side of the auditorium, held four
chairs each.

The Grand Opera House was formally opened on
Monday evening, August 16th, 1886, by the Gilbert’s
Comedy Company presentation of “The Galley
Slave”. The company held forth the rest of the week
presenting five other plays including ““Frou-Frou”,
‘““Esmeralda”, “Celebrated Case”, “Under the Gas
Light”, and “Hazel Kirk™.

Concerning the opening of the new theater, the
editor of the Pioneer said in his issue of August 19,
1886: “The opening of the magnificent opera house
of J.C. Brown & Co., on Monday evening, marks
another step in the rise and progress ot our beautitul
little city. A very large audience assembled on this
occasion, and the success of the opening night has
been the subject of much favorable comment. The
presentation of “Galley Slave”, by the Gilbert
Comedy Company was admirable; in fact, nothing to
compare with it was ever before seen in Lebanon.”

From the time of its opening until the early teens
of the present century, the Grand Opera House was
on the itinerary of the country’s leading theatrical
circuits with stage plays, comedy and vaudeville, and
minstrel shows, Home talent presentations including
the Elks’ minstrels and school plays occasionally
occupied the opera house stage. The writer well
remembers seeing ‘“The Man from Home”, present-
ed in the opera house in 1915 by the graduating class
of the Lebanon high school.

Competition with the two motion picture theaters
in Lebanon resulted in less and less business for the
opera house, and by 1915, its days of staging roads
shows were over, and it turned to showing movies
almost exclusively. The writer recalls seeing three
then popular motion but silent pictures, “The Birth
of a Nation”, “In the Garden of the Gods”, and
“The Last Days of Pompeii’’, in the old opera house.

The Grand Opera House had its own orchestra. In
its waning years, the musical group was under the
direction of Walter Huckstep, who was also director
of the Lebanon band. The orchestra played for the
showing of some of the major movies shown
including the three previously mentioned.

The Grand Opera House passed into limbo in 1918
when E. T. Lane, the owner at that time, leased the
second floor to Coulter-Smock, then occupying the
street floor with a furniture store. Furniture stores
have occupied the first floor from around the turn of
the century beginning with A. E. Witt’s Opera House
Furniture store on down through the years with
Perkins & Kern, Coulter-Smock, then Taylor-Smock,
Charles Wolfe who did some remodeling, and in
1971, Richard Bennett, Inc., bought the building and
has since had its furniture store on the first floor with
space on the second floor used for storage.

In 1901, the stairway in the front center of the

building going up from the Main street sidewalk, to
the theater lobby, was taken out, and a room built on
the outside of the southwest corner of the building to
house a stairway that went up from the street to a
landing, then turned to the right to go on up into the
lobby. This stairway was removed in 1918 but the
room remained to house a barber shop for a few
years. A fire escape on the east or alley side of the
theater building led from the lobby down to Main
street.

A stairway to the second floor was built inside the
Coulter-Smock business room along the east wall in
1918. This last stairway was removed in 1969, and a
new set of stairs now rises from the back center of the
business room to the second floor where the theater
stage and the gallery are yet to be seen. The room
attached to the southwest corner of the building was
taken down in 1930 when the Pure Oil Company
bought the lot from the Ella D. Lane estate, and put
up a filling station which was operated for a number
of years by James “Jim” Witt.

Some fifteen years after being built, the entire
front of the brick building was faced with cement,
applied in a pattern to resemble concrete blocks. In
the remodeling done by Mr. Wolfe, the front of the
building was given a sculptured aluminum covering,
blue in color.

If a visitor to the second floor will only stand
quietly in front of the stage, he may hear the baying
of the bloodhounds as they pursue Eliza across the
frozen Ohio river, in ““Uncle Tom's Cabin"’, or hear
the interlocutor ask a question of Mr. Bones in some
now long forgotten minstrel show. A skeptic was
heard the other day to question what was good about
the “good old days”, to which we can make this
answer, ‘‘For one thing there was the Grand Opera
House in Lebanon’s ‘Good old Days’, and it was one
of the best and the finest in the entire state of
Indiana.”

$ 1

Do You Have A Photograph

To SHARE

With Boone Magazine Readers?

Mail to:
BOONE MAGAZINE
P.O.BOX 96
WHITESTOWN, IN 46075

(Your picture will be returned to you unharmed--
Please include any information you may have about
the photograph, especially names-if possible.)
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First row from left to right are C.G. Woodard,
R.W. Stevenson, H.R. Cunningham, J.R. Shaw, P.R.

Hill, M.L. Chambers, and O.C. Gullion.

Second row from left to right are R.L. Wethington,
B.H. Coomes, H.R. Lovingfoss, G.H. Cash, R.D.
Crawford, W.W. Myers, R.E. Baldwin, and L.A.

Beck.

Third row from left to right are D.C. Laflin. A.
Tanselle, B.M. Shook, W.W. Hazelrigg, J.L. Jeffries,
P.C. Lowe, J.E. Clingler, Q.M. White, and C.E.
Miller.

Girat LBatlalion

Indiana National Guard
139th Field Artillery - Lebanon, Indiana
-1938-
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