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interest is guaranteed and no commission is
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5 From Our Readers

We enjoy this maga-
zine very much and do
not want tomiss a single
copy. It was given to us
for a golden wedding
anniversary gift which
we observed in October,
1976. That was our
introduction to Boone
Magazine. My cousin,
Mabel Coil, gave it to
us, and it was one of the
nicest gifts we received.

Berniece and Fred

Anderson, Burlington,
Indiana
LR R L

I just received my
Boone Magazine and
would like to verify a
picture of the Lane
couple, Page 17, by get-
ting in touch with the
person who sent it in.

I am enclosing a letter
to her and 1 wonder if
you would fill in her
address and mail for
me?

The Thomas Lane in
the picture I think must

be my grandfather’s
brother. My grandfath-
er was James M. Lane
who lived in Whitestown
for many years on the
northwest corner of the
main crossroad of town.

Many thanks for your
trouble.

Mrs. Frank Wurtzler,
Sebring, Florida

dkk ks kkkokk

1 share the Boone
Magazine with Mrs. Eva
Johnson. She was born
in Whitestown, and en-
joys seeing old friends
and relatives.

Sincerely,

E.M. Henry, Indian-
apolis, Indiana

wkk ek

Please renew my sub-
scription to Boone Mag-
azine for one year. Each
issue is looked forward
to with great anticipa-
tion.

Having attended the

Sesquicentennial of
Thorntown, the “tie that
binds” is even more
poignant. To renew
friendships and see
familiar scenes was
heart-warming and nos-
talgic. The many who
participated in the mo-
mentous event are to be
congratulated.

Very truly yours,

Mrs. Newton Neu-
stadter, Jr., San Francis-
co, California

L e kR ek

Once more I am hav-
ing my gripes with the
Post Office. Here it is
the first of the month
and my magazine hasn’t
arrived. There is mno
reason I can think of
that would take it that
long to arrive. A small
boy in a coaster wagon
could make better time
than that. I am like the
person that said when
he is down and every-
thing is slow, he goes

(Paid Political Advertisement)

Vote For
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JOHN W.
DONALDSON

Republican For

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
District 33

i

down to the Post Office
and his depression is
over.

This morning I am
typing the Tale and we
have a cloud cover
which is keeping out the
sun so the weather is
real cool, but this after-
noon, the sun will come
out and the temperature
will rise.

We both are fine and
are contem plating a trip
to Texas this month to
see our two nephews.
We figured the price of
every thing but then
decided that you only
live once, but if you do it
right once is enough.
Will try and write
another Tale for next
month when we get
back.

As ever,

Bob Smith, Whittier,
California

RkkkkkRkkk

We enjoy the Maga-
zine very much. It
keeps us in touch with
friends that have moved
away from Lebanon and
surrounding communi-
ties.

Floyd E. French, Leb-
anon

YT I T T LT,

Really enjoy your
magazine. Wish you
could find something
about No. 9 School
around Jamestown.

M.M. Calvert, Craw-
fordsville

More Letters
On Page 34



WRAVE
ROBBERS

ONCE BUSY IN BOONE

by Ralph W. Stark

With the arrival of the atomic age, new obstacles
have appeared in the paths of men in pursuit of
peace of mind, but two, at least, of the old ones that
plagued our forbears in a similar quest have been
subtracted and wholly erased from the list of uneasy
forebodings of possible dreadful happenings.

No longer of any concern to us in these modern
times, the twin fears that caused great-grandpappy
—more or less mental distress were the horror of being
buried alive while in a cataleptic state or some
related condition simulating death, and the dread
that after his actual demise and subsequent burial
his remains might become the grisly loot of grave
robbers.

As to the first named fear, there may have been
rare incidents in the days preceding the general
practice of embalming and when hasty burials were
of a necessity, that some unfortunate individuals,
believed dead but actually in death-like comas, were
interred alive. Most of the tales that circulated
widely in the pages of the early press were the
blood-chilling fabrications of imaginative reporters.

There is a story yet in circulation concerning an
elderly gentleman in the vicinity of Darlington, who
narrowly escaped such a fate. The undertaker was
preparing the supposed corpse for burial when he
noticed a slight tremor in a finger. A physician was
called and the man was revived, to live for several
years before his death really occurred.

While the “worry-wart” of yesteryears had little
basic cause to fear being buried alive, his fretting
and stewing over the possibility that his body might

be stolen from the grave was another matter and
there was a very valid reason for his anxiety.

Supplying cadavers to medical schools, and
occasionally to doctors who wished to do a little
dissecting on their own in furtherance of their
anatomical knowledge, was a lucrative and ghoulish
business in the century past. Unscrupulous persons
endowed with steady nerves found visits to lonely
graveyards on dark and gloomy nights to be a rather
easy way of “digging up” a little extra spending
money.

Some evidence as to the prevalence of this
nefarious operation is to be found in a paragraph
appearing in the Lebanon Pioneer of February 18th,
1859, which reads: “The Cincinnati Gazette says
that one hundred bodies are raised every winter, by
professional resurrectionists, for the use of the
Medical College, of that city. They are purchased at
$15.00 each. Two of the principal body snatchers
were caught a few weeks ago and will receive
punishment.”

As matters of record in the musty files of the old
local newspapers, there were two occasions when
bodies were stolen from cemeteries right here in
Boone County, and it is possible that there were other
such occurrences of which no one was ever aware.

One of these gruesome egisodes took place in the
latter part of the year of 1858, and together with the
arrest and trial of two of the alleged culprits, was
widely heralded at the time as the ‘“Celebrated
Fayette Resurrection Cases.” Four men were said to
have been involved, the group including two country
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doctors. One of the fellows, a young man of the
Fayette community, and one of the doctors were
apprehended and arrested, but the other two
members of the grave robbing party avoided arrest
by skipping the country.

The two men arrested were first charged with the
exhumation and theft of the body of Miss Maria
Smith from a graveyard near Fayette, but following a
hearing in a justice of the peace court, were
discharged. They were then rearrested and charged
with stealing the remains of Mrs. Martin Shirley
from the same cemetery. On a change of venue to
the Montgomery County Court of Common Pleas,
and after a two-day jury trial, the accused men were
acquitted on two counts and the other charges
against them were quashed.

The young Fayette man, according to the news-
paper reports, was said to have confessed that he and
two others took up the bodies, but that the fourth
man was present when the cadavers were dissected,
and knew in what manner they had been obtained.

Touching nearer to Lebanon was the second
authenticated case of grave robbing. From the time
their church was founded in Lebanon until 1887,
members of St. Joaquim’s (as it was then named)
Catholic Parish buried their dead in a small plot
formed by a gently sloping hillside, just southeast of
the intersection of the Copeland-Neese Road and old
U.S. 52, a mile south of Lebanon and immediately
south of the 4-H Club Grounds.

In January of 1887, the Catholics bought their
present five-acre St. Joseph’s Cemetery, located on

Lebanon’s East Washington street and just west of
Oak Hill Cemetery, and for the next six months
carried on the dreary task of removing the bodies
from the old to the new burial place. It was during
this procedure that a grave was found to have been
robbed. The circumstance is best detailed by
quoting verbatim the account as given in the
Lebanon Pioneer of June 23rd, 1887:

“In removing the remains of those buried in the
old Catholic Cemetery, a few days since, when the
grave of John Sullivan was opened it was found to
have been robbed of the body, which was buried five
or six years ago. Sullivan was a powerful man
physically, and his body was no doubt stolen for

Vote For

RALPH W. STARK

Republican Candidate For

BOONE COUNTY
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE

Your Support Appreciated

Your precious right to vote was
earned for you over the past two
centuries by the blood, sweat and
tears of millions of your fellow
Americans. Exercise that right by
voting in the general election -

TUESDAY,NOVEMBER 4

Pd. Pol. Adv.

“Myers 80"

Re-Elect

JOHN MYERS

Republican

7th District Congressman

Representing all of Boone County
except Eagle and Perry Townships.

“John Knows His Job and Knows It Well!”

Paid for by Myers For Congress Com mittee
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dissection at some medical college. His was the only
grave found disturbed.”

To deter the loathsome crime of “body snatch-
ing,” the American inventive mind set to work and a RE-ELECT
man named Howell patented an explosive contrap-
tion to be placed in the grave. This instrument

contained a big charge of blasting powder, complete .i:‘ .
with a detonating mechanism which would be ° Orval

activated upon the slightest disturbance, thereby 3

setting the wl:;mle thing off in a thunderous explosion e " wrlg ht

and blowing the wuudlld];be grave robber or robbers . .

into the sweet by-and-by. " :
These gadgets were sold by funeral directors, and £ County Councilman

concerning a Lebanon undertaker, the Lebanon At lLarge

Pioneer of August 28th, 1879, chronicled: *“J.M. -

Bechtell has purchased the exclusive right of this E PAID POL. ADV.

county to sell the Howell Grave Torpedo, a recent

invention for the protection of bodies after burial.

This is a simple and useful little invention, designed ELECT T

to puﬁ a stop to the devilish work of bold body om

snatchers.”

There is reason to believe that Mr. Bechtell met P Edersen

with some success in selling these mechanical " .
guardians of the grave, and a pioneer Lebanon Republican Candidate
saloonkeeper is said to have had one buried with the
remains of his deceased daughter in Lebanon’s Oak J udge

Hill Cemetery. C ¢
oone County

Vote Republican

While inclusion of Howell’s “Grave Torpedoes”
and similar contrivances in burials may not have
been universally practiced, undoubtedly there were
enough of these ingenious devices scattered about as
to give every assurance that Resurrection Day, when

it comes, will be ushered in with a bang. 2
jolalalolabolobiadabobadabbobobbotob bbbt ol dolol W TN
- L * :
P e As an American Citizen x VOTE FOR

you have the privilege of
electing your representatives
in Government.

’ Exercise this Freedom
& and Vote on
v OmTuesday, November 4th

%)
We’re Your
Kind of Bank

RobertT.
MAZE

REPUBLICAN
For

Vote Republican
FRANK

©|TIZENS Member F.D.I.C. NAY
BlANK & For
TRUST COMPANY

N County Councilman
At Large

OF LEBAMNON
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MEET YOUR
DEMOCRATIC

Standing: Virgil Threlkeld, Hank Bowman, Gary Mantooth, Robert Hale, John Shoemaker, Gary Watson
Seated: Donald L. Phillips, Richard B. Porter, Dr. H. Servies, Jr., Elaine Andrews

* * * * * * *

STATE REPRESENTATIVE,
* DISTRICT 33

State Representative candidate DONALD L. PHILLIPS
has been a resident of the Carmel area of Hamilton
County since 1968. House District 33 includes much of
Boone County and also parts of Hamilton, Hendricks and
Montgomery Counties. Mr. Phillips is employed at
National Starch and Chemical at Indianapolis and is a
member and Chairman of the Insurance Committee of
the Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers Local 7-706. He
and his wife Georgia are the parents of two children, and
Mrs. Phillips is em ployed by the Communication Workers
of America. Mr. Phillips is a Mason and a member of the
Scottish Rite at South Bend, the VFW Post at Carmel and
the Elks Lodge at East Chicago. He is also a member and
past Vice-Commander of the American Legion Post at
Carmel. Mr. Phillips graduated from high school at Paris,
Illinois, served in the United States Marine Corp and has
attended seminars at both Michigan State University and
the University of Chicago.
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*

* * * * * * *

* *

Lebanon attorney, RICHARD B. PORTER, is the
Democratic candidate for Judge of Boone County Court.
He was born in Lebanon and is a graduate of Lebanon
High School; College of William and Mary, AB degree in
history; and University of Tennessee Law School, LLD
degree. Porter has been a practicing attorney in Lebanon
since 1975 and is currently Judge of the Lebanon City
Court. He is a member of Kiwanis, Fraternal Order of
Police, Boome County Historical Society, Indiana Bar
Association and Boone County Bar Association. He has
been a Precinct Committeeman for the Democratic Party
from 1978-1980.

COUNTY COURT JUDGE
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VOTE WITH CONFIDENCE
VOTE DEMOCRATIC NOVEMBER 4th

Paid Political Advertisement























































































